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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for managing a remote client on a network, the method comprising: 
determining a client to be managed; 
determining whether the client is active on the network; 
5 transmitting a first network packet to the client using the network, the first network 

packet comprising a wake-on-LAN packet; and 
receiving, from the client, a return wake-on-LAN packet, the return wake-on-LAN packet 
comprising an indication of the address of the client and an indication of the status 
of the wake-on-LAN functionality of the client. 

10 2. The method of claim 1, further comprising transmitting a command to start a 
management session on the client using the network. 



3. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

receiving an indication from the client that the client's wake-on-LAN functionality is 
15 disabled; and 

transmitting an override command to the client. 

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving an indication that the management session is complete; and 
20 marking the client in a database as having completed its management session. 

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising marking the status of the wake-on-LAN 
functionality of the client in a database. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the wake-on-LAN packet comprises an indication of the 
client address. 



25 7. 



The method of claim 1, wherein the wake-on-LAN packet comprises an indication of a 
broadcast wake-on-LAN command. 
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8. The method of claim 1, wherein the wake-on-LAN packet comprises an indication of an 
address for the transmitting computer. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the return wake-on-LAN packet comprises an indication 
that the client has wake-on-LAN enabled. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the return wake-on-LAN packet comprises an indication 
that the client has wake-on-LAN disabled. 

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the network is an Ethernet network. 

12. An data processing system for managing a remote client on a network, the system 
comprising: 

a server computer system in communication with at least one client computer system, the 
server computer system comprising a processor capable of determining whether 
the client computer system is active; 

wherein the server computer system is capable of transmitting a first network packet the 
at least one client computer system, the first network packet comprising a wake- 
on-LAN packet; 

wherein the server computer system is capable of receiving a return wake-on-LAN packet 
from the at least one client computer system, the return wake-on-LAN packet 
comprising an indication of the address of the client and an indication of the status 
of the wake-on-LAN functionality of the client; and 

a database, the database comprising an indication of one or more clients and the status of 
their wake-on-LAN functionality. 

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the network comprises an Ethernet network coupled to 
the server computer system and the at least one client computer system. 

14. The system of claim 12, further comprising a plurality of client computer systems, the 
plurality of client computer systems being capable of creating a return wake-on-LAN 
packet. 
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15. A machine-accessible medium containing instructions effective, when executing in a data 
processing system, to cause said data processing system to perform operations comprising: 

determining a client to be managed; 

determining whether the client is active on the network; 

transmitting a first network packet using the network, the network packet comprising a 

wake-on-LAN packet; and 
receiving, from the client, a return wake-on-LAN packet, the return wake-on-LAN packet 

comprising an indication of the address of the client and an indication of the status 

of the wake-on-LAN functionality of the client. 

16. The machine-accessible medium of claim 15 wherein the operations further comprise 
transmitting a command to start a management session on the client using the network. 

17. The machine-accessible medium of claim 15 wherein the operations further comprise: 
receiving an indication that the management session is complete; and 

marking the client in a database as having completed its management session. 

18. The machine-accessible medium of claim 15 wherein the operations further comprise 
marking the status of the wake-on-LAN functionality of the client in a database. 

19. A computer-readable medium containing a data structure for use by data processing 
system on a network, the data structure comprising: 

an indication of an address of a server computer system; 
an indication of an address for a client computer system; 
a synchronization stream; and 

an indication of the status of wake-on-LAN functionality for the client computer system. 

20. A method for managing a remote client on a network, the method comprising: 
receiving a first network packet from a server over the network, the first network packet 

comprising a wake-on-LAN packet; 
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creating a return wake-on-LAN packet, the return wake-on-LAN packet comprising an 
indication of the address of the client and an indication of the status of the wake- 
on-LAN functionality of the client; and 

transmitting the return wake-on-LAN packet over the network. 

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the return wake-on-LAN packet comprises an 
indication that the client has wake-on-LAN enabled. 

22. The method of claim 20, wherein the return wake-on-LAN packet comprises an 
indication that the client has wake-on-LAN disabled. 

23. The method of claim 20, wherein the wake-on-LAN packet comprises an indication of 
the client address. 

24. The method of claim 20, wherein the wake-on-LAN packet comprises an indication of 
the server address. 



